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October 24, 2008

To the Editor of the New York Post:

I read with much dismay your recent editorials (October 19, October 21 and October 23) concerning the “tax woes” of Charles O’Byrne.  My concern is not for the problems Mr. O’Byrne is having surrounding his tax obligations.  Rather, it is the opportunity you take to raise irrelevant factors to demean the Governor to further a different editorial agenda.

Governor Paterson chose Mr. O’Byrne to be his Chief of Staff when he became Lt. Governor.  In March Governor Paterson and consequently, Mr. O’Byrne’s responsibilities grew.  You know as well as anyone that a Chief of Staff has many more responsibilities than that of providing the Governor with “the most basic data necessary to function as governor.”  This characterization reduces Mr. O’Byrne to that of a “reading machine” and ignores the more monumental task facing anyone in his position.  Every President, Governor, Mayor, elected official, heads of corporations and I dare say even newspaper publishers and editors have people upon whom they rely to provide advice and counsel.  To the extent that they are good at their jobs and their advice is sound they remain.  When they become ineffective at their jobs they find other work.  However, no one ever suggests that the “Chief of Staff” is running the company.  Nevertheless, you attempt to exploit the public’s fear and ignorance of blindness to make a point totally unrelated to the problems of Mr. O’Byrne.

Blind people are in every field of endeavor in our nation.  We have distinguished ourselves in the arts, the sciences, education, medicine, government and in enough other areas that it is cumbersome to list them all.  David Paterson has had a long and productive career in public service.  His reputation has enabled him to work with all people and the respect and public approval he enjoys is a testimony to that.  If one has differences with his political positions then the discussion should be on the issues and not the prejudices and misconceptions surrounding his blindness.

To borrow your phrase, “there’s no point in sugar-coating this…” You use Governor Paterson’s blindness as a means to call into question his competence and effectiveness.  In doing so, you call into question the competence of every other blind person in our state and nation.  This is a cheap shot and would be intolerable if you used any other characteristic such as race, religion, sexual preference or the host of other traits which make up a person to accomplish your editorial ends.  

I would simply ask that as a responsible member of the media you keep the discussion to the issues and refrain from raising factors that have nothing to do with them.








Cordially,








Carl Jacobsen        
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Carl Jacobsen, President


P.O. Box 09-0363


Brooklyn, New York 11209
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