Fellow Federationists:


Members of the United States House of Representatives and United States Senate have now returned to Washington.  It is believed that Congress will only remain in session through the end of September, using the month of October to campaign; and, depending on the results of the November elections, Congress may not return to Washington until January.  Therefore, we must act now to build support for our initiatives.  


We must call our members in the House of Representatives and urge them to sign on to H.R. 3834, the Blind Persons Earnings Fairness Act, and H.R. 5734, the Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Act.  If your Representative wants to sign on to H.R. 3834, he or she should contact Congressman John Lewis’s office.  For those members looking to sign on to H.R. 5734, they can contact either Congressman Edolphus Towns’ office or Congressman Clifford Stearn’s office; Democrats will most likely contact Congressman Towns, while Republicans will generally contact the office of Congressman Stearns.  Our two pieces of legislation appear to have received bipartisan support in the House, since each is close to having sixty cosponsors.  


In the Senate we must also focus on two issues:  The first is to build cosponsor support for S. 2559, the Blind Persons Earnings Fairness Act, which is the companion bill to H.R. 3834.  Senators seeking to sign on to this legislation should contact Senator Dodd or Senator McCain; Democrats will contact Senator Dodd and Republicans will contact Senator McCain.  The second is to encourage members of the Senate to contact Senator Landrieu to let her know that they support the funding provided by the House of Representatives for the Talking Books program.  Finally, we should call Senator Landrieu’s office to urge her to match the funding level provided by the House when she drafts the Senate’s 2009 Legislative Branch Appropriations bill.  


Many of you met with members of Congress during the August recess, and now is the time to follow up with those members who pledged to support our initiatives.  You can be connected with your member of the House or Senate by calling the Capitol Switchboard at (866) 727-4894; this is a toll free number.  I am asking you to make four calls this week:  One to your member of the House of Representatives, one to each of your two state Senators, and one to the office of Senator Landrieu.  I know that you will all take advantage of the short time we have left to educate our members of Congress on the importance of our legislative initiatives.  If you have any questions, please contact either Jim McCarthy or me; I have included our contact information below.  

Sincerely,

Jesse Hartle





James McCarthy
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