Model Quiet Car Legislation

Section 1.  This Act shall be known as the “Pedestrian Safety Enhancement Act of 2008.”

Section 2.  Definitions.  

(a) “Vehicle” means anything licensed for transporting people or goods on public roadways including but not limited to a car, van, light truck, cargo truck, or bus.  

Section 3.  Findings and Purpose.  

(a) The General Assembly of this state finds that:  

(1)
Vehicles designed to provide the desirable benefits of reducing harmful pollutants and operating with greater fuel efficiency include gasoline-electric hybrid and electric-only vehicles, and in the foreseeable future may include hydrogen fuel cell and other engine designs that rely on fuels and technologies other than the gasoline-powered internal combustion engine.  

(2)
All of the vehicle engine designs specified in (1) above, as well as other designs not specified herein, operate or are likely to operate with virtually no sound being produced by the vehicle.  

(3)
The total number of hybrid vehicles sold per year in this state is growing dramatically, and although the present number of hybrid vehicles constitutes a small overall percentage of vehicles, if this rate of growth persists, the number of hybrid vehicles will soon equal or exceed the number of internal combustion engine vehicles in this state.  

(4)
Because blind pedestrians cannot locate and evaluate traffic using their vision, they must listen to traffic to discern its speed, direction, and other attributes in order to travel safely and independently; and other people, including pedestrians who are not blind, bicyclists, runners, and small children, benefit from multi-sensory information available from vehicle traffic, including the sound of vehicle engines.  

(5)
When operating on their electric engines, hybrid vehicles sold in this state cannot be heard by blind people and others, rendering such vehicles extremely dangerous when driving on the street, emerging from driveways, moving through parking lots, and in other situations where pedestrians and vehicles come into proximity with each other.  

(6)
Failure of this state to take immediate action assuring that blind pedestrians can hear hybrid and other silent vehicles in all phases of their operation will lead to pedestrian injuries and fatalities.  

(7)
The results described in (6) above are preventable through vehicle designs which take into account the multi-sensory nature of traffic detection and avoidance and require that vehicles emit a minimum level of sound designed to alert all pedestrians, especially blind pedestrians, to the presence of said vehicles.  

(b) The purpose of this legislation is to establish a minimum sound level standard for all phases of vehicle operation, which is to be applicable to every new vehicle sold in this state and licensed for use on its public streets and roadways when sold and registered after a specified date.  

Section 4.  

(a) Within one year of enactment of this Act, the agency or agencies in this state having jurisdiction over vehicle emissions and vehicle/pedestrian safety shall promulgate regulations establishing a minimum sound standard applicable to vehicles sold in and licensed to travel the public roads of this state.  

(b) The standard promulgated shall have all of the following characteristics:  

(1)
In all phases of operation, including times when the vehicle is at a full stop, vehicles shall emit an omni-directional sound with similar spectral characteristics to those of a modern internal combustion engine.  

(2)
The sound shall vary in a way that is consistent with the sound of vehicles with combustion engines indicating that the vehicle is idling, maintaining a constant speed, accelerating, or decelerating.  

(3)
The regulations need not prescribe the apparatus, technology, or method to be used by vehicle manufacturers to achieve the required minimum sound level.  

(c) When determining a minimum sound level, the state agency or agencies  crafting regulations pursuant to this Act shall:  

(1)
review all available research regarding the effect of traffic sounds on pedestrian safety; and  

(2)
consult consumer groups representing individuals who are blind, other pedestrians, cyclists, and advocates for the safety of children.  

Section 5.  No later than two years after the minimum sound standard required by this legislation has been promulgated, all new vehicles sold in this state and licensed for use on the public roads must be in compliance with the standard.  

Section 6.  Beginning one year after the date that new vehicles must comply with the minimum sound standard, vehicle safety inspections required in this state shall include inspection of the sound-emitting components to insure that they are functioning properly in order to provide maximum safety to pedestrians in this state.  Vehicles that fail to meet the minimum sound standard shall not be certified to travel on the roads of this state.

Section 7.  This Act shall take effect immediately upon its enactment.  

Rev. November 27, 2007

