Fellow Federationists:


I write to let you know that a model bill has been developed to address the quiet car issue in our states and I am sending it along with this message.  Affiliates should consider seeking legislative members to introduce this model bill in each state.  This model bill is only one component of our strategy to bring attention to the challenges blind people will face if quiet vehicles become the norm on this nation’s streets.


Please study the model bill so you can share its points with others.  Here are its key points:


-- The bill offers findings regarding how blind people travel and the likely results of automobiles that are hybrid, electric, or other possible quiet technologies;


-- It establishes a minimum sound level standard that all cars sold in a state passing the bill must meet in order to be sold and licensed in that state;


-- It requires the agencies that govern emissions and pedestrian safety to jointly develop the regulations that implement the minimum noise level standard;


-- It defines the meaning of vehicle to determine which kinds of transportation are covered; and


-- Finally, it requires state safety inspections (to the same extent that safety inspections are required on cars in the state) of the apparatus that will be used to provide the minimum level of sound for the vehicle.  This means that if a state requires annual inspections of lights, brakes, and other safety components, the same is required for the sound-emitting components.  If no safety inspections were required, this bill would not require them of the sound-emitting components.


This model legislation is very important to support one of our major national priorities so you are encouraged to seek support to get it passed.  However, many states have already determined their legislative activities for this year, or some may work on a two-year legislative cycle.  Therefore, you are encouraged to seek support of this legislation to the extent that doing so is consistent with your state objectives.

Passing this bill will take profound effort, as I expect the auto industry and perhaps other forces, to oppose it.  We certainly should expect strong opposition and develop our arguments well.  However, on the positive side, this bill provides a golden opportunity to explain how blind people travel and why quiet cars pose such a threat to our traveling safely.  I will be monitoring our progress on this bill, so as bills are introduced in your states, please let me know.  I will also want to know as they pass through the key points on their way to becoming law.  Let us begin the work of passing this important legislation.

Cordially,

Jim McCarthy

Government Programs Specialist
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