Fellow Federationists:


Congressman John Lewis of Georgia has introduced the Blind Person's Earnings Fairness Act of 2007 (H.R. 3834).  When enacted this legislation will increase the amount that blind SSDI recipients can earn before they lose monthly benefits.  The legislation provides for monthly earnings increases before losing benefits over 5 years, as follows:

· In 2008, $1,800;

· In 2009, $2,200;

· In 2010, $2,500;

· In 2011, $2,850; and 

· In 2012, the amount applicable to seniors who reach their year of full retirement age in 2012.  Though this amount cannot be determined with certainty, assuming a two and half percent annual adjustment (consistent with recent history) applied to the 2007 amount, the applicable monthly earnings amount for 2012 is approximately $3,170.


To assure House passage of this vital legislation, a majority of House cosponsors is critical.  Therefore you must contact members of your house delegations to urge their support.  Some time remains in this session of Congress for us to set a positive tone by acquiring a large number of cosponsors.  Also, legislation carries over into the second session of the 110th Congress, though our work must start now!  In order for us to be successful, it is imperative that we quickly obtain a large number of cosponsors.  Let’s push this critical legislation over the top!


Your congressional representative can be reached by calling the Capitol switchboard at (202) 225-3121.


I continue to work on getting Senate sponsorship of companion legislation to achieve our objective of making work truly pay for Americans who receive SSDI benefits.  I will alert you all once a Senate bill is introduced.  The fact sheet from our last Washington Seminar, as well as the resolution passed at our last convention in Atlanta, are both attached to help with talking points in support of the Blind Person’s Earnings Fairness Act of 2007.


The 75 percent unemployment rate of blind Americans is the greatest problem blind people face.  By permitting us to earn more before Social Security benefits are cut, this legislation will encourage more blind people to pursue work.  With work and income, there will be greater opportunity leading us closer to the equality we so richly deserve.  There is hard work ahead to pass this essential legislation, but the rewards it will provide blind Americans are undoubtedly well worth our effort.  Therefore, please let us join together to convince Congress to pass this very important law.

Most cordially,

James McCarthy

Government Programs Specialist

national federation of the blind

1880 Johnson Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21230

Phone: (410) 659-9314, extension 2240

Email:  jmccarthy@nfb.org
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